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H.R. 2994 – National Pain Care Policy Act of 2007 
 

FLOOR SITUATION 
H.R. 2994 is being considered on the floor under suspension of the rules and will require a two-thirds 
majority vote for passage. This legislation was introduced by Representative Lois Capps (D-CA) on July 
11, 2007. The Committee on Energy and Commerce ordered the bill to be reported, as amended, by 
voice vote on September 17, 2008. 
  
H.R. 2994 is expected to be considered on the floor of the House on September 23, 2008. 
 

SUMMARY 
Institute of Medicine Conference on Pain: H.R. 2994 requires the Secretary of Health and Human Services 
to enter an agreement with the Institute of Medicine to convene a Conference on Pain. The Conference is 
to increase the recognition of pain as a significant public health problem and evaluate the adequacy of 
assessment, diagnosis, treatment, and management of acute and chronic pain.  It must also establish an 
agenda for action that will reduce such barriers and improve pain care research, education, and clinical 
care.  The bill authorizes $500,000 for each of the years 2009 and 2010 for this purpose. 
 
Pain Research:  The Director of the National Institutes of Health (NIH) will establish the Pain Consortium 
to establish a national agenda for research on the causes and effective treatments for pain.  The 
Consortium also will convene an annual conference of experts in pain research, treatment, and 
management to assess and make recommendations on NIH pain research activities and programs.  H.R. 
2994 also directs the Director to establish an Interagency Pain Researching Coordinating Committee.  The 
Committee will make recommendations regarding the dissemination of pain care information and 
expanding public-private research partnerships. 
 
Pain Care Education and Training: The bill authorizes the Secretary to make grants, awards, and 
contracts to health schools, hospices, and other entities for the development on pain care education and 
training.  The Secretary must evaluate the supported programs.  H.R. 2994 authorizes $5 million for 
these grants and contracts. 
 
Public Awareness Campaign: H.R. 2994 directs the Secretary to establish a national pain care outreach 
and awareness campaign, to be led by an official in the Department of Health and Human Services.  The 
Secretary may make grants, awards, and contracts to assist with the campaign.  The legislation 
authorizes $2 million for 2009 and $4 million per year for 2010 and 2011.   
 

BACKGROUND 
Pain is a leading cause of lost productivity, temporary disability, and permanent disability in the American 
workforce.  Acute and chronic pain accompany many health conditions which are prevalent in the 
Medicare and Medicaid populations, including arthritis, HIV-AIDS, cancer, diabetes, and cardiovascular 
disease.   
 
Pain is the most frequent reason for physician consultation in the United States, prompting half of all 
Americans to seek medical care annually.  Back pain alone effects 70 percent of Americans and its related 
medical services cost $26 billion each year.   
 

COST 
The Congressional Budget Office (CBO) has not produced a cost estimate for H.R. 2994 as of September 
23, 2008. 
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STAFF CONTACT 
For questions or further information contact Adam Hepburn at 6-2302. 
 
 
 
 


